AUTMINIIES

TERRESTRIAL T]E[REATENED and ENDAN GERED SPEC[ES MITIGATION PLAN ) ) .

for the
Proposed Sierling Rock Creek Mine
Clarification, December 30 200}.‘_ ‘

This mitigation plan displays the specific items identified that are required to reduce, eliminate,
or provide substitution for environmiental consequences to species federally listed as threatened
or endangered. It covers m:l.plemen’ang altemnative five as dJsplayed in the final enwronmental -
impact statement for thé STERLING Rock Creek Mine pro ect and supports reqmremenis from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Opinion. This mitigation plan will be _—
implemented by STERLING and appropnate state and federal agencies. Timing of eompletlon

of this plan is tied to three phases of mine activity (evaluatlon adit — requires letter to proceed,

construction — requires letter to proceed, operatlon reqmres letter to pmceed, eshmated to start
5 years after construction starts) ' .. i

A. To rednce mortahty rlsk {avoid meldental take) to T]]reatened and Endangered speaee -

!\J

(W8}

: reqmred The plan Wﬂl be in place prior to starting the- evaluahon adit. ;

STERLING Wﬂl eomply with the folluwmg, under the dlrectlon of the. Forest

; s

Develop & transportahon plan des1gned to mmmnze mine related Vehleular traf[ie trave]_mu o

between state highway 200 and the mill site, and minimize parkmg availability at the plant
site. Busing employees to the mill site will be a part of the plan. Forest Service approval

- TR, 1'-“-‘.'- i "'- A --"{' e ‘1’ e 4-1‘;-.' WA e e T S 1 .

NOT use salt when sandmg during winter plowing operatlons tD reduce attracting b1g game, o

which can result in- vehicles killing them..That in turn could draw. balcl eagles, welvea and
gnzzly io the road cemdor and i increase mortahty

{: M AT ‘f ,i‘r‘—f-!' b, | '_?j'-..‘_'s '! ) ATt ey , &t o
Daﬂy remove vebmular kﬂled deer and elk from road nghts~ef-way Wlﬂ:lJIl the peumt ared

and along roadways used for access orhauling.ore (EDR:150, 150A-and new.roads:built for
the project). Road kills would be moved atleast:50feet beyord the. nght-of—way eleanng or -

- ag far as necessary to be out of sight from the road. During construction and the first three

years of fill operation, STERLING would monitor the number-of'big game animals killed -
on these roads and report findings-anmually.. They.would also monitor and repert (within. 24
hours) all giizzly bear, bald eagle, lynx, wolf and black bear mortalities within the permit -
area. If a T&E species mortality occurs, and the grizzly bear spemahsts ot law enforcement
officer feel it is necessary to avoid grizzly bear or other T&E species mortality, STERLING

would be required to hanl the road kill to a dumpmg location approved by Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks (MFWP)

Canstmct pewer lmes followmg cntena outhned by Olenderff, Mlller and Lehman (198 1)

te reduee potentlal for eleetrocutmn af bald eagles

_-'1 —".:'l‘- N

. Fund a local MFWP gnzzly bear management spemahst (w1t]1 focua on pubhe mfomlatmn

and education) position to aid in grizzly bear conservation for the life of the mine. This
would have been the same position required in the Record of Decision for the Montanore
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Rock Creek Mine Mitigation Plan = Clarification =~ .: o o 12/30/2002
Prepared by: Wayne Johnson C o B

Project (9/93), not an additional one. Since the Montanore project is not proceeding;
STERLING will be responsible to fully fimd the position. Funding would be provided prior
to starting the evaluation adit to cover the first 3 years. The position would be stationed in
the lower Clark Fork valley. The purposes are to reduce mortality risk through (1) education
of the public on the law and penalty for violation (illegal killing of T&E species); (2)
education of hunters on bear identification to reduce accidental killing of grizzly and (3)
educate the public on biological needs of the grizzly so that an ‘understanding exists that
reduces "social Jeopardy" and 4) educates the public on storage of human and pet (animal)
food in bear habitat to prevent and correct sanitation problems. The position description and
an initial list of work items will be developed Jomtly by the agencies (including but not
limited to Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (here aﬁer “the Semce”), Montana
Fish, Wﬂdhfe and Parks) and Sterhng repres entatives.

6. Pund alocal MFWP law enforcement position for the life of the mine. This would have
" been the same position required in the Record of Decision for the Montanore Project (9/93),

not an additional one. Since the Montanore project is not proceedlng, STERLING will be
responsible to fully fund the position. Fundmg would be provided prior to starting the - -
evaluation adit to cover the first 3 years. ‘The position would be stationed in the lower’ Cla;rk
Fork valley. The posmon description and an initial list of work items will be developed
jointly by the agencies (including but not limited to Forest Semce, the Semce Monta.na
Fish, Wﬂdhfe and Parks) and Ster]mg representanves R

The Forest .s'halI ensure that the law enforcement and mforrnatron and educaz‘zon po.s'mons .

(grmly bear persorznel) requzred in the rew.s'ed mmgatwn plan comply wzth the jbllowmg o

a. Po.s'morz.s' Shall be locaz‘ed in the C’Zar F orlever .s'zde of the ecosystem

. l- e B 0 \‘,r ;;‘ I‘l.r

b. Grzzwly bear personnel shall be new posznan.s' wzz‘h Montana Fzsh W‘ldly’e and Parks o

Ay L

342 TN SR ., o e | 3t ._'1:-..,;:_\.':;:-»-,~ .;1 B ff

o Fundzng mtended for the g—mzly bear personnel po.s'ztzan.s' will not be used to support‘
‘ already exzstmg posmons wzth Montana - z.s'h Wildlife and Parks. s {

i 1 ,..__!_.“;(” g e eIy 'l' . .
d. Dunes for the law enforcement posztzon shall be deszgned asa State grade 1 4 and wzll '
be pnmarzly dzrected at w;ldlzfe issues in tke sauthem Cabznet Moum‘ams af the C'E

e. Duz‘zes jbr the mfonnat:on/educatzan po.s'mau .s'hall be deszgned asa grzzzly bear ' :
management specialist State grade 14 and w:ll be speay‘ically ned ro bear actzvme.s' in the
southern CabmetMauntams of the CYE.~ - e SRR BE et

S Grizzly bear per.s'onnel shall be ﬁtlly -funded for the life of the mine through tke
reclamation period and including shut-down periods to provide for long-term '
consistency, the establishment of relationships with the resident public, familiarity with -
issues and potential problems in the area, and to address the large number of. people who
may remain.in tke area even in: the evem‘ of remporary mine Shut—downs LA :

g Grzzzly bear personnel w;ll be operatzonal Wwith all Supportzve equzpment vehzcles and
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gear, pnor to the letter to proceed on the evaluaz‘zon adzt

h. Establish and maintain (through coordmatzon wztk the two grzzzly bear personnel) a -
mandatory reporting system to ensure that the Sterling Mining Company and U.S. Forest
Service employees are required to immediately report any black bear or grizzly bear '
incidents, observations or mortalities to both grizzly bear personnel to ensure that pre-
emptive management, hazing, or removal of food attractants would occur to avoid further
risks of habituation, mortality or displacement of grizzly bears. The reporting system
would also be coordinated with the Service grizzly bear management specialist in Libby
and would provide a mechanism to collect reliable information ﬁom the pubhc on Such
incidents, although .S'uch repomng could not be reguzred o

7. Use bear-resistant containers to hold atiractants af all Rock Creek facilities. Remove contents
in a timely manner (Weekly unless a problem develops or grizzly bear personnel recommend

a more ﬁequent schedule).” Containers Wll]. bein place at each mine facﬂ1ty Site] pnor o o
startlng any work on each site. ‘ '

8. Avmd the use of clovers or other plants attractive to- black or gazzly bears in the seed mix-
~-used on open Ioadwa'ys or any facility associated with the Rock Creek Mine (except as. :- "

rehabilitation on closed roads or mmgatmn habitat Where a’ttracung bears. Would be
encouraged) : : e

- 9 Pro]nb1t employees from catrymg ﬁrearms w1t1:un the pem:nt area;: except for'secunty
officers and other designated personnel. Identify consequences for violations in the an

employment ¢ contract S0 employees will be AwWare. of consequences prior to. beg;mnmg their
employment e o

10. Proh1b1t employees from feedmg W'Jldhfe (mcludmg dmppmg food stuffs from Tunches etc. )
to avoid attracting bears or other wildlife into conilicts with people and encouraging _ ... i
habltuanon Ident]fy consequenees for wolanons inan {
will be aware of consequences pnor to begmnmg th

‘‘‘‘‘‘

11. Fund the acqmsmon of bear res1stant ga:bage contamers to be placed m all developed o
campgrounds within Bear Management Units 1, 2, 3,4,5, 6 7,8 and 9 (pack in/pack out o
sites will not require garbage eontamers) The Forest shall ensure. that Sterlmngmg
Company provide bear resistant garbage receptacle.s* far all U.S. Forest Service o
campgrounds an faczhtzes where garbage facilities are normally provzded wzthm the
Cabinet portzon of the CYE recovery zone (m BMUs 1-9) This includes those in MS—3 _
habitat, which often serve as the greatest 1 risk to habztuate bears and i increase nsk of bear o
removal rhrough defense of li fé or proPerIy mczdents or management actzon '

12. Reqmre mine employees (including all management staff) to attend training related tohvmg

and working in grizzly bear habitat prior to starting work and on an annual ba515 thereafter
or as scheduled by the gnzzly bear management perscnnel

I :\fsﬁles\ofﬁce\resources\28_minerals\asa;co\wayne_out\miﬁgaﬁon\mitplan_z002_,;11_‘r_ 4 .pe3ofl2...



Rock Creek Mine Mitigation Plan Clarification .- = - . 12/30/2002 |
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B. To maintain habitat effectiveness for Threatened and Endangered specres, STERLING
will, under the drrectlon of the Forest

1. Secure or protect (through conservation easement, mcludmg road closures, or acquisition in
fee with conveyance of fee or perpetual conservation easement to the Forest Service) from
development (including but not limited to housing, motorized access) and use (timber
harvest, grazing, mining) replacement habitat to compensate for acres lost by physical
alterations, or acres with reduced habitat availability due to disturbance. Replacement acres
for Alternative Five are: 2350. The "in kind" replacement acres must provide 2.61 early
(6133.5 total), 1.61 late (3783.5 total) for an overall 2.11 habitat unit value (4958.5 total
overall HUs). Replacement habitat will be provided using the following schedule:

Actwlty Area EEREEE e Replacement ' Timing
Lo R Acres - h e
Evaluation Adit ' ' 33 Priorto Eval. Adit
Tailings & AF 806 Prior to Construction
Mill & AF . - 248 Prior to Construction
Ventilation Adit o 10 Prior to Construction
New Roads o o b 102 Prior to Construction
Existing Roads (Reconstruction) 565 Prior to Construction
Existing Roads (Increased Influence) 566 Prior to Operations
Total Alternative 5 R R -2350 o Prior to O_p,erations

AF= Assocmted]:"eamm - '_ 7 "7 o

This schedule will have all replacement habrtat (except ventllanon adrt) in place prior to o
starting {ull operations (end of year 5). Replacement habitat to the ventilation adit will be in
place pI‘lOI to construcnon, 1f the adlt becomes necessary _______
Either fee t1t1e ot conservatlon easements are acceptable Conservatlon easements Wﬂl bein
perpetuity and transferred to the Forest Serv1ce If fee lands are ret'cnned in pnvate (non—
Forest Service ownership) a conservation edsement protecting the land in ‘perpetuify must be
conveyed to the Forest Service. Fee title lands ‘may | be considered for donation or land
exchange mth the Forest Service. Csts of p procéssing land exchanges and preparing and
accepting conservation easement by the Forest Service for these acres will be funded by
Sterling. Land exchanges would be for equal valued lands as determmed bya federal land
appraisal. Any exchange must be beneficial to the Forest Service. First choice for
replacement habitat is within the disturbed BMUs (4, 5,6). If adequate replacement acres are
not available in those BMUs then acres may be found in other BMUs (7 & 8) within the =
southern portion of the Cabinet Mountains. See the Replacement Habitat Assessment for
acceptable lands to consider (Not available to public until reglacement habitat mitigation
ompleted!- e L .

Forst Service and US FlSh and Wildlife Ser\ace will have final approval of nntrganon aeres
and associated conservation easements prior to closmg and recording.
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The Forest shall ensure that the 2350 acres of mitigation properties be managed for grizzly
bear habitat in perpetuity. Properties acquired in fee by Sterling Mining Company must
either be transferred to the U.S. Forest Service or must be protected by perpetual
conservation easement transferred to the U.S. Forest Service. Easement properties acquired
by Sterling must be transferred to the U.S. Forest Service. Tke 235 0 acres of mitigaiion
propertzes must meet the followmg requzrements ' SR

a) Mitigation propertzes ,s'hall be pre-approved by the Serv:ce to meet one or more of the

followmg

i

1ii

v

vi

< vin the Southem C’abmets

restore or improve bear security habitat (HE and core) in the Southern

- . Cabinet Mountains, particularly in the consrrzcted north—.s'outh grizzly
- bear movement corvidor; -

*-.improve habitat conditions related to established access standards (open

motorized route density, total motorized route density} in BMUs 4,5, and

reduce existing threats of development food atiractanis or mortalzzy r:sks

reduce potenaal threat.s' of development food arz'ractants or mortalzzy nsks

in the Sauthern Cabznets,

protect Sea.s'onally lmportant habztats wn‘h an przmary emphaszs on

.- Spring, and secondary emphasis on fall habitats ::

would maintain or increase MS-1 habitat (including the potential of
acquiring and converting MS-3 properties or lands adjacent to the CYE

- - recovery zone that have high mortality nsir.s' to MS— y" those risks could

be eliminated under ‘Federal ownership).. -

b) Fee-title properﬁes or rr;ansfeﬁ (trades) of NFS lands musf meet standards,
requirements and legal processes for Federal acquisition or trade, including, but not

limited to:

i

B 1

SRREER 3 VR

: appraval by the Oﬁ‘ice of General C'aunsel

bea Warranty Deea' conveyance

camply wzz‘h Department of Justlce .s'tandards

-be ﬁ'ee of hazardaus matenal.s' ‘or develop an agreement amang MOU

- signers as to. approprzaz‘e remedy prior to acquisition .
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Rock Creek Mine Mitigation Plan Clarification -~ - . 1som002 o
Prepared by: Wayne Johnson ' . L

v . include all surface and sub-surface rights including rights-of-ways,
- mineral claims, and/or orher easements, unless otherwise approved by the
. Service :
Vi be acquired in priority order. Lower priority acquisitions may be

allowed, when approved in advance by the Service to ensure that such a
property would contribute to avoiding Jeopardy

vii meet fair market appmzsed value, accordmg to U.S. Forest Servzce
appraisal processes with the allowance that the Sterling Mining Company
‘could contribute additional funds to facilitate unequal appraised value
trades, as approved by the Management Plan if the affected parcels are
approved in advance by the Service as being important to avoid jeopardy

-viii. - be acquired and recorded prior to the letter to proceed on the associated
- phase of the mine, with total acquisitions completed prior to the letter to
proceed-on rhe construction pkase of the mine.

¢c) Conservation easements must include language approved. in the Management Plan and
meet standards, requzrements and legal processes for F ederal acquzsmon or trade
“including, but not lzmzted to:- SRR LAE e :

i ap_pf oval by the Oﬁ‘ice af General Coun.s*el
ii have the conservatmn easemenr be atz‘ached 0. the Warramji Deed
17 A comply wn‘h Departmenr af Jusnce Standarcls‘

v be ﬁee af hazardaus matenals or develop an agreement among MOU
signers as to appropriate remedy prior to acquisition

v Include all surface and sub-surface rights including rights-of-ways,
©. . mineral claims, and/or other easemenrs unles.s' otherwzse appraved by the
Service - o

vi be acquired in priority order. Lower priority acquisitions may be
allowed, when approved in advance by the Service to ensure that Such a
property would contribute to avo:dmg Jeopardy

Vil meet fair market apprazsed value, accordmg to U.S. Forest Service
.appraisal processes with the allowance that the Sterling Mining Company
could contribute additional funds to facilitate unequal appraised value
‘trades, as approved by the Management Plan if the affected parcels are
approved in advance by the Service as being important to avoid jeopardy
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viii  be acquired and recorded prior to the letter to proceed on the associated
phase of the mine, with all mitigation habitat acquired and recorded prior
to the letter to proceed on the construction phase of the mine, excepting
the mitigation habitat that may be necessary in the event the ventilation
adit is reqiired, Mitigation habitat for the ventilation adit would be
acquired prior to the letter to proceed on development of the ventzlatwn
adlt Should zt be necessary. :

The Forest shall zmplement access management zmpravemenrs on lands' acquzred in the rewsed
mitigation plan. The Service requires specific mitigation properties to be acquired to improve
habitat security, core area, total motorized route density and open motorized route density and
will assess other areas prior to acquisition to ensure these lands wzll be sufficient to avoid -
Jjeopardizing the CYE grizzly bear population. These specific areas will be withheld from public
di.s'closure due to rheir sensirz’ve natire until acqm‘sitians have been ﬁnalized.

- The Servzce wzll work wu‘h the Foresr in detennznzng how road management dssociated with
that property can improve access standards, with the goal of managing BMU 4,5 and 6 above
levels in the Access AmmendmentFEIS (March 2002). The Service belzeve.s that 35 years of 24
hour disturbances as expected with Rock Creek Mine nece.s'sztare access management ata :
conservative level while the disturbance is ongoing. The acquisition of mitigation habitat may
provide opportunities to manage access management at these levels in BMU s 4,5, and/or 6.
Should mitigation property be acquired, that would enable access management at these levels,

Tamgr

the Service e@ects that the F oresr wzll prov:de rhe bears u.smg BMU 54, 5 ‘and 6 the’ apnmum £

mine.

Fund habltat eﬂhancement commensurate w1th loss ofhabrtat effectiveness. ‘Enhancenients _

y)

' mclude but are not ]Jrnrted to, prescrrb d fire fo’ restore whrtebark p111e road clesures and -
obliterations, Enhancernents are preferred inl thé affected BMUs, however if c)pportunmes
are not available; then Work may be done in BMUS id the southemp' ion of the Cabmet
Mountains. Genera]ly enhaucements Would occur in relauon to replacement habltat acres.
Enha:ucements assomated w1th replacement acres wﬂl occur m a tlmely manner as agreed to
by the agencres ‘ B i ' : '

BMU |~ % HE * Acres H.E.
R Change Mmgahon B
6 =03 | . 136 ..

C.To reduce mortahty nsk, mamtam habltat eﬂ'ectlveness, reduce mcldental take and
avoid jeopardy for Threatened and Endangered species the Kootenai National Forest, :
with STERLING funds, will: '
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Clarification " 12/30/2002

1. Closethe following roads prior to the start of constmctlon phase (see maps)

Road Road Name - |‘ Closure - Closure Closuxe
Number * Miles Period Method
2285 Orr Creek - 1.61 Yearlong ‘Barrier
2741X unnamed 0.18 Yearlong Barrier
2741A unnamed 0.51 Yearlong Barrier
150 Rock Creek 292 Yearlong Gate *

- * 2.5 miles gated (south end), 0.42 miles obliterated (north end) -—see map

2, Implemeut a mandatory food storage order for Bear Management Umts 4 5and 6 pnor to
allowing Sterling to start the evaluatlon adit. _ '

3. Monitor use on the Rock Lake and St Paul Lake trails to assure use levels do not exceed
“high use” as defined by the IGBC. A recreational use management plan will be developed
to assure high use does not occur. The plan will be implemented when monitoring indicates
high use has occurred dunng one bear season.. The plan will be prepared within 3 years of
the s1gnature date on the Record of Decision and must be s1gned by the ]nvolved agencles

- (Forest Service, US Flsh & Wlldltfe Serwce)

D.To address habltat constnctlon that reduces the potentlal to aclneve CYE grlzzly bear |

recovery goals (by 1mpact1ng mdlwduals m the Cabmet Mountzuns) and to avold -

Jeopardy, STERLING will:

1. Secure or protect (through conservation sasement, including road closures) or acquisition in
fee with conveyance of fee or perpetual conservation easement to the Forest Service from
development (mcludmg but not:limited to housmg, motonzed access) and use (t:mber -
harvest, grazing, mmmg) 100.acres of Ieplacement habitat that w111 enhance the northto ...
south habitat corridor in the Cabinet Mountams _These lands are in addition to those =
1dent1ﬁed under n:utlgatton item B- 1 A]l acres: of replacement habltat for the constncnon ;
impact will ‘be secured prior to startmg the evaluanon adit. See the Comdor Replacement
Habitat Assessment for acceptable lands to consider (Not available to public until
corridor replacement habitat mitigation completed) Fee title lands within the corridor
would be placed in public ownership either through donation or land exchange. Costs of
processing land exchanges, and preparing and accepting conservation easement by the
Forest Service for these acres will be funded by Sterling. Land. exchanges would be for
equal valued lands as determined by a federal land appraisal. Any exchange must be
beneficial to the Forest Service. All land interest conveyed to the Forest Service must .be
acceptable and approved by the Office of General Counsel.. Fee title land must be conveyed
by Warranty Deed in accordance with Department of Justice standards. All property, or
interest in property, shall be inspected for hazardous substances in accordance with law,
regulation and policy. If hazardous substance are fcund an agreement needs to be reached
onremovalandremedlalacnon LR e R SRR N R
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Rack Creek Mi;te Mitigation Plan Clarification = ' : 12/30/2002
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The Forest shall ensure that, the 100 acres of mmganon habn‘at reqmred to enhance the north- _
South cor ldor in the Cabmet Mountams

a. z‘he fee title or perpetzlal conservation easement to the 1 00 acres of mzz‘zgaz‘zon
property, be acquired by or transferred to the U.S. Forest Service;

b. include the specific properties identified by the Service to avoid ]eopardy (wkzch wzll
be released to the publzc when acquzszz‘wn has been completed and recorded) &

c. be pre-approved by the Service as propernes that will avoid jeopardy, and once

approved, will be acquzred and recorded przor to z‘he letrer to proceed on the evaluanon :
adit; i Th . : '

d. be managed as grizzly bear security habitat (core) throughout the life of the mine,
including the reclamation period and any temporary or extended shutdown periods, and =
thereafter managed in a manner consz.s'tenr wu‘h gnz;ly bear con.s'ervatzon requ:rements,

e. maintain or improve exz.S'tmg baselme core reqmrements (or other goals a_]ﬁlmted with
Alternative E of the FEIS for Access Amendment on the Forest, Lolo and Pankandle
Natzonal Forests USDA ?OOZb) and

f have any habztat enhancement activities needed to improve the mzngarlon propertzes, .
such as road closures or restoration, be planned and funded priar to the letter to proceed

. ‘.onthe associated phase of the mine. Implementatzon wzll OCCUras.soon as feaszble (e &
upon completzon of any requzred MPA process) sy i

=ik

E. To assure comphance w1th the T&E specles mmgauon plan, and eﬂ‘ectlveness of the
management plan STERLING wﬂl E R ] s

1. Estabhsh a trust fund and/or post a bond, prior to mmatmg any actmtles, to cover the
mitigation plan implementation costs.~The amount-in the fund or posted ina’bond will be
commensurate with proj ected work and associated required mitigation items (see‘table bélow)
Initial cost estimates; in year 2000 dollars are about $7 66 nulhon over the hfe of the mine.
Actual amount wﬂl be B.dj'l.lStEd for mﬂaﬁon Dt ey e

Eshmated Depos1t Summary'
- Year . - Deposit/Bond
1 $ 1,282,300
3 52,128,200
A5 | $ 4,250,000 -

2. Partlclpate in the- development of and be a s1gner on & Memorandum of Understandmg o
(MOU) that . S : . :

The Forest shall develop with the Service, FWP, Sterling Mining Compaﬁy and bther parties
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deemed appropriate by the Forest. The MOU must be.completed prior to the Forest issuing
Sterling Mining Company the letter to proceed with the evaluation adit. The MOU shall establish
roles, responsibilities and time lines of an Oversight Committee comprised of members of the
Forest, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Sterling Mmmg Company, the Service,
and other parties deemed appropriate by the parties named.

The Oversight Committee shall be responsible for the development of a Comprehensive Grizzly
Bear Management Plan and its implemientation. The Comprehensive Grizzly Bear Management
Plan shall focus on the Cabinet portion of the CYE and would fully include all provisions of the
Forest’s mitigation plan for grizzly bears, except where superceded by the Service’s Biological
Opinion. It would also include provisions for adaptive management. The plan would be
developed in detail by the parties and agreed to in writing by the Fish and Wildlife Service to
assure that human access to grizzly bear habitat, grizzly bear habitat quality, grizzly bear

mortality, and ha’o1tat fragmentanon issues shall be addressed to the extent that Jeopardy would
be avoided. : _ o _

The Overs1ght Commrttee, led by the Forest shall over the 35-year lrfe of the mine:
a) assume responmbmty for coordmanng various aspects of the Management Plan o

b) assume responsibility for maintaining effective commumcanon among all Comn:uttee
members, stake holders, and mterested pubho B RS

c). _-,mtegrate the prmcrples of adaptlve management collect, dlssemmate Where needed, and
review new information on grizzly bears, the results of implementation of the -+
Comprehensive Grizzly Bear Management Plan over time, and other information related
to €YE grizzly bears. If informatien or relevant data indicate appropriate, ensure:the - -
needed analysis and development of recommendations for changes or additions to-the
mitigation plan over the 35 year life of the mine, if such action is needed to ensure the
proposed. action is not likely to jeopardize the CYE grizzly bearpopulation. The Service -
waould review proposed-revisions to the Comprehensive anzly Bear Management Plan .-
under appropnate sectlon 7 prowsmns, 1f reqmred RO T i

The Servrce shall be a full partner in tl:Le deve10pment of the MOU and snbseqnent

Comprehensive Grizzly Bear Management Plan, and must agree to the plan m wntmg, to assure
that the plan wonld serve to avoid jeopardy. _ S

The MOU shall be completed prior to the letter to proceed on the evaluanon adit and reqmre the
Forest to: L

1) Ensure the Management Plan is completed prior to the construction phase of the mine.

2) Establish time frames for mitigation and nnplementati'c)n of other management to occur

prior to the letter to proceed on the phase of the mine associated with that mitigation or
management act1v1ty
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Rack Creekl\/lme Mitigation Plan Clariﬁcaﬁen_ L 12/30/2002
Preperedby Wayne Jehnson ' 2 S . :

3 Ensure adequate funding, from: Sterlmg, to 1mplen1ent the rewsed rmtlgatlon plan o
acc:ordmg to the time frames _

4) Cornply with Iegal gmde]mee O Processes in as t:imely manner as possible in order to
meet the mitigation plan and/or Comprehensrve anzly Bear Management Plan o
lmplementatlon schedule '

5) Ensure that the mlngatton propertlee and Comprehenswe anzly Bear Management

Plan be approved by the Service to avoid jeopardy to the CYE grizzly bear population

according to the schedule(s) described in section B of this mitigation plan. All mitipation

properties not specifically mentioned shall have undergone all necessary procedures for

procurement including recordation, prior to the letter to proceed on the aseocrated phase
of the mine.

6) Establish language and legal procedures to ensure that mitigation properties acquired
through fee title, land transfer or conservation easement:

are perpetual;

meet federal policies and regulations regarding such realty actions;
have Service approval that they would avoid jeopardy;

would be implemented and recorded in advance of the phase of the mine with which -
they are associated;

would increase or at least maintain a no net loss of MS-1 CYE habitat;

would be adequately fiunded such that enforcement of easement terms is assured;
would be selected on a priority basis with biologically justifiable rationale approved
by the Service to choose lower priority properties;

would ensure management in support of gmzzly bear survival and recovery if in
public ownership.

R o

F' @ rho

The Comprehensive Grizzly Bear Management Plan shall include this mitigation plan, except where the
mitigation plan has been superceded by the Service’s Biological Opinion. In addition, processes shall be
established to ensure that access management, prevention of habituation, educational opportunities,
reporting and monitoring, enforcement of easements, and management actions are being adequately
implemented. Further, the Comprehensive Grizzly Bear Management Plan will establish processes to
revise management, access, education or habitat enhancement strategies as new research or policies, such
as revised IGBC guidelines.

3. Contribute funding to support radio telemetry monitoring of bear movements in the Southern
Cabinet Mountains to confirm the effectiveness of mitigation measures implemented to provide a
secure north to south movement corridor. The Forest shall ensure that adequate funding, provided
by Sterling, is available to monitor bear movements and use of the Southern Cabinet Mountains to
confirm the effective implementation of mitigation measures. Information gained would be useful
in determining whether the mitigation plan is working as intended. If not, the information would
help in developing new management strategies that would be incorporated in the Biological
Opinion through appropriate ammendments. Funding would supplement ongoing research and
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monitoring activities in the CYE, would be conducted or coordinated by the Service’s grizzly bear
researcher in Libby or his equivalent and would focus on grizzly bears in the Cabinet Mountains.
Funding would include money for the following (but not limited to): trapping, hair safpling and
analysis, radio collars, flight time, monitoring, and data analysis, including alt equipment and
support materials needed for such monitoring. The Forest shall ensure that funding, provided by
Sterling, is available on an annual basis, two months in advance of the fiscal year (October) of the
year it is to be used for the life of the mine. Details of the monitoring activities and budget would
be outlined in the Management Plan. Funding would be provided prior to the letter to proceed on
the evaluation adit and would continue throughout the life of the mine through the reclamation
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